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Introduction 

The  objectives  of  this  multi-institutional  translational  project  are  to  determine  the  most 
appropriate  route  and  dosing  regimen  for  GGF2  in  the  treatment  of  acute  spinal  cord 
injury  in  rodents,  to  test  the  tolerability  and  the  pharmacokinetics  of  GGF2  in  dogs  using 
the  data  established  in  the  first  phase  of  the  work  and  then  to  test  this  dosing  regimen 
for  efficacy  in  a  naturally  occurring  model  of  canine  spinal  cord  injury. 

Body 

The  canine  work,  to  take  place  at  North  Carolina  State  University,  is  to  begin  18  months 
after  the  start  of  the  grant  once  the  dosing  data  is  available  and  we  have  therefore  not 
yet  completed  any  research  at  NCSU.  In  readiness  for  starting  the  tolerability  and 
pharmacokinetic  work  early  in  2013,  we  have  been  briefed  on  the  progress  of  research 
performed  by  Dr.  Jean  Wrathall  at  Georgetown  Medical  Center,  and  have  completed  an 
IACUC  proposal  that  has  been  approved  by  NCSU  and  that  is  currently  being  reviewed 
by  the  Department  of  Defense.  We  have  also  purchased  the  digital  video  equipment 
necessary  to  videotape  dogs  to  collect  data  on  outcome  during  the  canine  clinical  trial 
work. 
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